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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Edenderry

The Gardener, the Fig Tree and the Promise

When people die, especially in tragic or premature circumstances, we are
left with a sense of injustice. There are some who will question what kind
of God we have who can allow such unfairness. But the bottom line is that
life simply isn’t metered out to us in equal proportions. Death simply
happens. There is no intent behind a natural disaster, and because there is
no intent there can certainly be no injustice. In biblical days people imag-
ined that fatal disasters and terminal illnesses were sent as some kind of
punishment from God. Had the victims brought about their own fate by living sinful lives?
What will Jesus’ answer be? No, of course untimely death is not sent as a punishment! But
whilst we are pondering the fragility of our lives, Jesus reminds us that any one of us could die
in similar circumstances. We only have to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. None of us
can bank on living to a ripe old age, and so we must consider how well we are prepared to live
and how well we are prepared to die. At first, today’s reading feels uncomfortable. The parable
of the fig tree reads like a threat. The tree is not bearing any fruit and so the master commands
that it should be axed. A compassionate gardener begs that the tree be given a second chance,
and so the master grants another year. It feels like a threat... bear fruit or else! But Jesus knows
that threats don’t bring out the best in us. Like the gardener who tends the tree and nurtures
it, so Jesus is there for all who need a second chance. For those of us who make a commitment
to live life in a better way, Jesus is there to support and guide us towards our goals. The
parable has moved from something that sounds like a threat to something that sounds like a
promise.... something inspirational! Lent is a time to address some begging questions. How
many years have we spent making the same old mistakes? What must we do to make life
different? It sounds obvious, but to achieve different results, we must do something different.
We are invited to ask God for help in setting new priorities, and we must achieve results that
reflect God’s love for us, and our love for God.

MASS ROTAS

EDENDERRY-WEEKDAY MASS
READERS

10am. Mar 21st Mar — Pauline Grennan
EDENDERRY—WEEKEND MASS
READERS

7pm. Sat 26th Mar — Carmel Lynch
10am. Sun 27th Mar — Eugene O’ Brien
11:30am. Sun 27th Mar - Edel Coyne

OFALIA HOUSE 26TH / 27TH MARCH
Mary Hanley

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

7pm. Sat 26th Mar — Kathleen Hanlon, Theresa Naughton, Bernadette McKeon, Tina
Norman

10am. Sun 27th Mar — Mary Finnegan, Ger Kearney, Bernie Nutterfield, Laura Pentony
McKeon

11:30am. Sun 27th Mar — Rose Waters, Maria Egan, Rita Guing, Elyse Halligan
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fe) unity Notices

Daffodil Day: March 24th/25th. If you would like to
help out contact Pauline Grennan @ 086 2198553. If
anyone would like to donate fresh daffodils you can
leave them into Mary Kennedy, Francis Street.

Getting Citizens Online: Free Beginners Computer
Classes. Would you like to learn how to use your com-
puter/laptop. Covering topics on: Microsoft Word,
Internet Safety & Security, Email, online shopping,
Video, TV & Radio, online government services &
much more. The course is delivered online over 5
sessions, 2 hours in duration and delivered in the
evening to suit trainees. Contact Karen on 087 9840177.
Grow: weekly meetings are back in the Edenderry
Parish Centre room 4 each Tuesday @ Zpm. If you are
in distress, feeling isolated or low, you are welcome to
Jjoin some like -minded people for support free of
charge. Contact Michelle 086 4183805.

Offaly Volunteer: Ifyou are interested in registering
your voluntary organisation or becoming a volunteer
contact 083 — 0154669 for more information or register
on www.volunteeroffaly.ie

I would rather have a mind opened by
wonder than one closed by belief..

Ouop,
%
% @ Failte

We welcomed the following into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament of Baptism:

Cody Hughes Mallen

Liberty Homecare are urgently looking to
hire HOME CARE WORKERS

In the Edenderry surrounding areas
€13 - €15 an hour, plus bonuses.
We have Cars available for anyone with a full
driver's license
Are you

o Compassionate, Caring & Patient?

o Professional and reliable?

o A driver?
Want to give time to the older generation?
Email us: info@libertyhomecare.ie
Phone: 01 4163717

Breast Feeding Support Group PHN-LED
Antenatal mothers welcome

In the Parish Centre Edenderry every second Friday
Phone 046 9733523 for more details

Lenten Reflection: Fr Liam will lead us in guided
prayer, music and meditation each Tuesday evening during
Lent, in the Church @ 7pm. All are welcome, please pass
this message on to anyone who may be interested.

e OUR PRAVERS ARE ASKED FOR:

Mary O’ Sullivan nee Fitzsimons
Ballykillen, Edenderry

May she Rest in Peace.
Our Sympathy to her family

MASSES FOR THE COMING WEEK
Saturday 7pm: Patrick & Elizabeth Ryan; Christopher & Margaret Mooney; James Walsh; John Judge; Phyllis

Usher
Sunday 10am: Josie & Michael Bergin

Sunday 11:30am: Sean (Corky) Keogh, 1st Anniversary; Michael Forde

Monday 10am:
Tuesday 10am:
Wednesday 10am:

Thursday 11am: Nicky Bermingham
Friday 10am: Mass Card Intentions

Saturday 7pm: Daire McDonnell, 1st Anniversary; Mary Hynes, 1st
Anniversary; Mary & Laurence O'Brien; Helen Mitchell; John & Mary
O’Connor; Christina & Jimmy Smullen & deceased members of the Smullen
& Dunne families; Rose & Josie Kennedy & deceased family members; Mary

& William Forde; Margaret Davy

Sunday 10am: Bernie Carroll, Months mind Mass; Paddy Carroll
Sunday 11:30am: Kathleen Keogh, Months mind Mass; Andy Farrell

We Pray for the following
whose Anniversary occurs
around this time.

Michael; Nancy & Denis
Whelan
Dinah Finn
Matt Loughlin
Michael Whelan
Nuala Ennis
Thomas, Margaret I Patrick (Paddy)

Usher
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IRISH & EURQPEAN GAR OF THE YEAR 2022

Gay Lawton Motors
Happy St Patrick’s Day Edenderry, Co Offaly

& Safe Driving 046 9731133 l
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Eden Carpets & Bedding

McGuinness

MAINTENANCE SERVICES Tile & Bathroom Showroom

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY CALL-OUT Unit 9 Clonmullen Retail Park,

* Permit Holder Nationwide * Free Quote Ed;;’ierr;, TCO Offaly
*‘Be reudy for your Sepﬂc tunk mspechon (Behind Tesco’s)

N\Q\JU\T\'\E“ |

Tel: 046 9732655 Mobile: 087 2913074
Email: sean.edencarpet.murray@gmail.com

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR HOME
WITH OUR BEAUTIFUL RANGE OF

Carpets o Carpet Tiles

° Vinyls e Roller Blinds
o Rugs o Pine Bedroom
o Beds Furniture

e Wood Flooring

» DRAIN CLEANING ° CCTV SURVEYING »
GREASE TRAPS - OIL INTERCEPTORS ,
« SEPTIC TANKS * TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT Sean Murray Proprietor

FREE MEASURING - FREE DELIVERY
ToP CLASS AND EFFICIENT SERVICE

Mob: 087 9933 285 + Tel: 046 97 32363

Email: megmaintenanceservices@gmail.com
www.mcguinnessmaintenanceservices.ie

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL

Edenderry Parish Centre

Opening Hours: 9:30am to Ipm
(046-9733311)
Email: edenderryparishcentre@gmail.com

You can book, your Weddings, Anniversary Masses, & Baptisms by
phoning, emailing, or visiting the Centre.

Signed Mass Cards / Mass Bouquets &
Mothers Day Mass Bouquets available

Rooms Available to Rent
Contact Sheila @ 086 3849296
Or email edenparishbooking@gmail.com

For Link Up Advertising/Price List
Email: edenderrylinkup@yahoo.ie
Before 12 noon Tuesday
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Windoor

uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WINDOWS AND DOORS

087 2323782

edenwindoor@yahoo.ie

uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

LOCKSMITH SERVICES Frzlunmm

COMPLIANT
GLASS REPLACEMENT
HANDLES, HINGES & LOCKS
HIGH SECURITY CYLINDERS

BRERETON FUELS
PHONE 087 2951052

Turf

Trailer load €180

Tonne Bag €55

Small Bags €4 each or 4 for €12

Logs:

Trailer load of Hardwood €300
Tonne bag of Hardwood €65
Small bag of Hardwood 3 for €12
Small bag of Softwood 3 for €10
Bag of Kindle €3

Briquettes:

BNM Briquettes €6.30 each or 10 for €60
Hardwood Briquettes €6 each or 10 for €55
Bcosy Wooden Briquettes €5

15kg wood pellets €6 each or 10 for €55

Coal:

20kg House Coal €12.50 - 40kg House Coal €24

40kg Economy €23.50 (Green) - 40kg Polish Coal
€26.50 - 40kg Doubles €24 - 40 kg Countryblend €26
40kg Lignite Nuggets €24 (Yellow)

40kg Superburn €26 (Ovides) - 40kg Megaflame €25

Water Salt Softener 25kg (€8 each or 3 for €22)

Great Fuel
Prices

Gas: 11kg Butane €30 - 14kg Propane €33
34kg Propane €100 - 47kg Propane €135

&

Fahy, Rhode, Co. Offaly
Office/Fax: 046-9737628
John: 086-8219807  Alan: 087-6399846
Email: jmcnrod@eircom.net

Tiles

Polished Porcelain Tiles from
€10 per y2.

Ceramic Tiles from €5 per y2.

Flooring
Wood Flooring from €8 per y2.

BATHROOM SUITES & FITTINGS
FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

CHROME SHOWER DOORS
Now ONLYy €100

Also stocking all
adhesives/grouts/trims & floor strips.

Free Delivery

EDENDERRY
SWIMMING POOL

FIT 4 LIFE

Inflatable

30

0K ALL AGES

{0 28 PEOPLE MAY
One Private Hour N DePOSTY REQUTLED

For Birthdays and all Special Occasions
Socialise with friends organise your own

pool party

Call 0469731294 or email: swim@edenderryswimmingpool.ie

Toys & Music

Website: www.edenderryswimmingpool.ie
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Fully Insured

Lo Relly

Foot Health Practitioner
dipFHp (Mps)

Professional treatment of all
common foot conditions

Flexible appointments available

086 300 5672

ronkellyfhp@gmail.com

Some helpful Services:
Aware: aware.le or Tel: 1890 303 302

Grow: grow.ie or Tel: 1890 474 474

LetSomeoneKnow: letsomeoneknow.ie
Teenline Ireland: teenline.ie
Samaritans: Samaritans.org or 1850 60 90 60
1Life: Tel: 1800 247 100 or text HELP to 51444
Console: console.ie or Tel: 1800 201 890
Living Links: livinglinks.ie or Tel: 087 412 2052

Cuileann Electrical
Electrical Contractors
“ Edenderry, Co. Offaly

All Industrial, Commercial & Domestic
Installation Undertaken.
Installation of Access Control Systems
Certification of Emergency Lighting Systems
Testing of Fire Alarms
Periodic Inspections
Maintenance
Registered with Safe Electrical
Vat Registered

Tommy Smullen/Ulick Smullen

086 2592284 / 086 6388940

Over 30 Years in business &

2 Generation of Electricians
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOTH MALE & FEMALE ELECTRICIANS
Always insure your Electrician is
Safe Electric Registered

Thanks to Edenderry Residents

I would like to thank the Irish and Polish community all who donated medical products, food and
clothing for Ukraine to the many volunteers who worked tirelessly to sort out the many bags of
clothes and box them to have them ready for transport. We have got of 36 pallets all together and
have been loaded on Monday the 14th of March 2022 and sent to Poland.

I also want to thank to Martin Kearney from MCK Hardware who provided many pallets and
temporary storage, Green Harbour Energy Solution from Edenderry who provided their
warehouse for all pallets and their help for loading the truck. Mazurek polish shop who provided

many pallets too and the transport company from Poland.

It was hard work but very worthwhile, may God reward all of you who took any effort for this

good job. God Bless you all! Piotr Pauspert

.
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Prayer Corner
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ACROSS DOWN
2. The top layer of the earth's 1. An area of ground planted with
surface favorable to plant vines and fruit trees.
growth. . 3. The usually sweet-tasting part
4. A SInjp?e story teaching a moral of a tree which can be eaten.
orreligiouslesson. 5 Alarge plant with a trunk, limbs,
6. To break up and move dirt using branches, and leaves.
ashavel. . 7. The sweet, pear-shaped, fruit of
8. To spread a something on land a plant found in Bible lands.
or plants to help plants grow.
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Priest: The Lord be with you
People: And with your Spirit

PENITENTIAL ACT I confess to almighty God and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I
have done and in what I have failed to do, through
my fault, through my fault, through my most
grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary,
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our
God.

OPENING PRAYER

O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness,
who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving have shown us
a remedy for sin, look graciously on this confession of
our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by our
conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING (3:1-8,13-15)

A reading from the book of Exodus.

Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his
father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the
far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire,
coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked;
there was the bush blazing but it was not being burnt
up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,; Moses
said, and see why the bush in not burnt. ‘Now the
Lord saw him go forward to look and God called to
him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses! Moses! he
said, ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer he
said. Take off your shoes, for the place on which you
stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he
said ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob. ‘At this Moses covered his face, afraid
to look at God. And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the
miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard
their appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I
am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver
them out of the hands of the Egyptians and bring
them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a
land where milk and honey flow. The Moses said to
God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say
to them, The God of your fathers, has sent me to
you. ‘But if they ask me what his name is, what am I
to tell them? And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am.
This’” he added ‘is what you must say to the sons of
Israel; The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you. This is my name for all time; by
this name I shall be invoked for all generations to
come.’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
The Lord is compassion and love. Response:

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being,
bless his holy name. My soul give thanks to the
Lord and never forget all his blessings.
Response:

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every
one of your ills, who redeems your life from the
grave, who crowns you with love and compassion.
Response:

3. The Lord does deeds of justice, gives judgment for
all who are oppressed, he made known his ways
to Moses and his deeds to Israel’s sons. Reponses:

SECOND READING (10:1-6 10-12)

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.

I want to remind you, brothers, how our fathers were
all guided by a cloud above them and how they all
passed through the sea. They were all baptised into
Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same
spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink,
since they all drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them as they went, and that rock was Christ.
In spite of this, most of them failed to please God and
their corpses littered the desert. These things all
happened as warning for us, not to have the wicked
lusts for forbidden things that they had. You must
never complain: some of them did, and they were killed
by the Destroyer. All this happened to them as a
warning and it was written down to be a lesson for us
who are living at the end of the age. The man who
thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!
Repent, says the Lord, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand. Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word
of God.

THE GOSPEL (13;1-9)

Priest: The Lord be with you

People: And with your Spirit

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of
their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you
suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were
greater sinners than any other Galileans? They were
not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all
perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the
tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose
that they were more guilty than all the other people
living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you, No; but
unless you repent you will all perish as they did.” He
told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard and he came looking for fruit on it but found
none. He said to the man who looked after the
vineyard, ‘Look here, for three years now I have been
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding
none. Cut it down; why should it be taking up the
ground? Sir, the man replied ‘leave it one more year
and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may
bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down. ”
Priest: The Gospel of the Lord

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Be pleased, O Lord, with these sacrificial offerings, and
grant that we who beseech pardon for our own sins,
may take care to forgive our neighbour. Through Christ
our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As we receive the pledge of things yet hidden in heaven
and are nourished while still on earth with the Bread
that comes from on high, we humbly entreat you, O
Lord, that what is being brought about in us in mystery
may come to true completion. Through Christ our Lord.




